VISUAL ART

By Michele Natale

ACKLAND ART MUSEUM OPENED
the University of North Carolina’s

Masters of Fine Arts show on Sunday, clap together. Brandvik crafts his paint- |
April 19. The annual event is unique as ings and kinetic sculptures neatly —he |
the only Triangle museum setting for an | makes a convincing object.

MFA exhibition. The show, which histori-
cally has run only for two weeks, has this
year been extended through May 24, so
you actually have time to see it.

This year's generically titled show,
“New Currents in Contemporary Art,”
brings together the work of Mark
Brandvik, Paul Evans, Christopher
Gentile, Elizabeth Hauser, Robert Neilson
and Lyde Zavaleta, in a gallery space that
looks like the aftermath of Hurricane
Fran, a description that could fit any of
these MFA shows for
the past few years since I’ve been
tracking them.

Mark Brandvik and Robert Neilson | (foreground) Pool Evans’ 100 Miles Somiag: Dok
wrestle pop themes. Brandvik’'s wise-guy | ground) Mark Brandvik’s Pieta. From the exhibit “New
paintings, straightforward plywood Currents in Contemporary Art” at the Ackland Art Musevm.

cutouts of popular brand item mascots,
given ironic, religious titles, such as
Bread of Life, depict the Pillsbury Dough
Boy, his outstretched arms bearing stig-
mata, INRI inscribed on his chef’s hat.
The Golden Calf is Borden’s Elsie the
Cow, a Pieta is a tondo of the Sunmaid
raisin girl, Lot’s Wife is the Morton Salt
girl. You see the moves. Twisted, momen-
tarily cute, clever. Brandvik also shows a
couple of mechanical devices: Lord of the
Flies, a

contraption with a fly swatter, and
Fanning the Flames, praying hands that |
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