High-Flying Art

LAS VEGAS—From Fremont Street to
Charleston Boulevard, the Aerial Gallery
takes art to the streets. Forty original works
reproduced on five-foot banners hang
from light poles along Las Vegas
Boulevard, a stretch of road flanked by
motels and wedding chapels. Richard
Hooker of the city’s Cultural Affairs
Division says that more than 30,000 people
a day see the outdoor show, now in its
second vear.

The project has three elements, says
Hooker. “First, to bring more visibility to
the arts downtown. Second, to celebrate
and support the community of local artists
who live and work here, and third, to en-
hance Las Vegas Boulevard, which con-
nects the arts district at the south end of
town to the cultural district at the north-
ern end.”

The banner artists include painter
Robert Beckmann, known for his Nevada-
inspired atomic cloud and slots series,
photographer Catherine Angel, and other
artists, poets, sculptors, and songwriters
whose lyrics are printed on a few of the
pennants. Stretching just over a mile, the
Aerial Gallery makes a lovelv evening walk
through the oldest part of Las Vegas.
Starting from the “Horse and Rider” neon
sign at the entrance of the Fremont Street
Experience, visitors can walk south and
admire the art shown in this different kind
of exhibition. It’s a look at an alternative
side of Las Vegas, and best of all, it

doesn’t cost a dime.—~Lola Broun

ArtistMarkBrandvik’s banner waves in the breeze
over Las Vegas Boulevard as part of Aerial Gallery.



